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G O D - - C E N T E R I N G T H E C O M M O N L I F E
(John 17:15)

Have you ever listened to adiscourse, or read one,
at the close of which you instinctively felt the need of
bowing your head in prayer for the sake of bringing to
afitting consummation the rapture of the soul? Such ex¬
periences do from time to time enter into very ordinary
lives and enrich them beyond any human measurement.
For there is amysterious power in words, and, especially,
in the living word as it communicates the thoughts of one
mind to the minds of others. We may find it extremely
difficult to make explicitly clear to others the influence
upon our lives of that spoken word through which the
Christian faith'is interpreted for us. The Evangelist brings
to conclusion his report of Je.sus’ discourses in the Upper
Room with these words, “These things spake Jesus,
(v. 1.). To his mind the discourses and Jesus were utterly
inseparable, and he is still under the influence of the liv¬
ing word —Jesus spake- —by which the Spirit of the
Loud was intelligently transmitted to them in an unfor¬
gettable manner. The solemn meeting in the Upper Room
reached its highest consummation and sanctity in this,
that upon the conclusion of the discourse Jesus lifted up
his eyes to Heaven and said, “Father,” pouring out His
soul in prayer to God.

In this first part of the j^rayer of Jesus we obseiwe,
that Jesus in avery realastic way is concerned about two
things, first, the relationship in which he .stands to His
fellow men and to His Father, and second, that for the
proper fulfillment of His diities in these two relation¬
ships, He depends solely upon His Father. May we not
learn here something of what constitutes our deepest
needs especially, if we are to live our common life as
Christians? Unless our Cln’istianity is only aveneer, or
completely secularized, we have aright to assume that
the Chri.stian community is desirous of centering the
common l i fe jn God

secularization of human life. There is only ashort step
between apractical disavowal of God and the apotheosis
o f m a n . T h a t c o n s t i t u t e s a s u f fi c i e n t r e a s o n f o r o u r c o n ¬
cern about the Christian faith. Neither God or the Christ¬
ian faith is ever imperilled by our thoughts of either, or
response to both, but our own Christian life may be im¬
perilled. “Built on the Rock the Church doth stand
sings Grundtvig, but unfortunately an increasingly sec¬
ularized life is far, far away, from its base. The one in¬
escapable consequence is disintegration; we ourselves can¬
not become the unifying factor in all life. We see it clear¬
ly in the present world-situation. Without apowerfully
integrating factor, not of our owm, we simply cannot sur¬
vive. Powerful nations stand aside in apparent helpless¬
ness viewing with dismay and apprehension the bloody
struggle between two cultural outlooks on life, except for
whatever aid they may render to the unfortunate refu¬
gees. Je.sus could say that He had “accomplished the
work” which was entrusted to His undertaking. We, con-
trarily, must confess with chagiin that we many times
have placed hindrances in the way of Christianity. Some¬
times we have done exactly what Ruskin says, “Ravaged
the garden instead of kept it.
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The Christian solution l ies in the centralization of the

common life in God, and in the glorification of God in
that life. We mismeasure life unless the pendulum freely
●swings to and fro, and thus reminds us that life has tem¬
poral and eternal significance. Jesus also prayed: “Holy ■
Father, keep them in thy name
the truth: (v.v. 11, 17). Here is offered that which alone
gives direction and power to life. It is the glorification of
God among us that Jesus Christ revealed God to ns in
such away that we increasingly may know Him. Eternal
life may also be said to be synonymous with the know¬
ledge of God. Surely we may apply the words of the
Psalmist to Jesus: “I -will declare thy name unto my
breathren: In the midst of the assembly wil l Ipraise
thee’ (Ps. 22:22). Would that that might serve as an in¬
spiration to make the common life which we share one
with another Godeenterer, and radiating into all of life.
The secret of the snccessful ministry of Jesus Cluh.st was
that he could say, “I have glorified thee on earth.

Lord, Thou canst help when earthly armor failcth;
Lord, Thou canst save w'hen deadly sins assaileth;
Lord , 0 ’e r Thy Church nor death nor he l l p reva i le th :

Grant us Thy peace. Lord.

Sanctify them in

I .

The common life is frequently striitped of all its dig¬
nity, simply because in our shortsightedness we separate
it from God. Consequently, we cannot know that the for¬
tifying influence of Cod is also available in the crucial
hours of the common life, or if we do know, it is only
in an intellectual way, since we lack the personal assur-
a.nce which ought characterize the childi 'cn of Cod,
namely, that our prayers are heard. “Father, the hour is
come.” Si;ch is the simple but timsting way in which
Je.sus prepared to meet the darkest hour of His l i fe. He
approaches His Father with an as.surance which is un-
crushable in spite of the fact that He, so to speak, finds
himself in the enemy’s camp. He never looked with dis¬
may upon His common life. As amatter of fact the com¬
mon life of all of us takes on increasing beauty and new
meaning when we claim the heritage and right which
belong to us as possessors of life, as children of God.

There is absolutely no doubt, but that it is the rarity
of that relation,ship which is respon.sible for he increasing
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Finally, the common life in which the living Word
has found lodgement and has begun its redemptive and
creative work must of necessity anticipate the consum¬
mation of that fellowship which already is aliving real¬
ity. The Apostle Paul speaks about waiting with patience
for it. And Jesus praying, “Noiv, Father, glorify thou me
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cramp themselves. We are rich, and we know that it
flows from the realization that if we seek first the King¬
dom of God and His righteousness, then all these things
s h a l l b e a d d e d t o u s .

But that is the point. The Pathei’hood of God is not
astatie one. The spirit of life is motion. Congestion im¬
pedes free flow. For lack of circulation our body would
cease to function. For lack of circulation the solar sys¬
tem would collapse. For lack of circulation our economic
system would freeze, and we would have frozen deposits
and frozen credits, and we remember it all only too well.
For lack of circulation love turns against itself and bc-

For lack of distribution all mankind

with thine own self with the glory which Ihad with thee
before the world was” (v. 5), distinctly focuses His mind
upon a. temporal ministry that is ended, and about to be
followed by His return to the Father. Even as the sequel
of the Incarnation is His present glorification with the
Father, so our adoption as sons will terminate in an in¬
corruptible fellowship with God. The question remains
whether we are willing to consecrate ourselves to the end
that our common life and God may become inseparaljly
linked together. Only the Word can accomplish this mir¬
acle. Without that miracle of linking our life with God we
drift, and drift farther away. Our human efforts will not
ha l t o r t u rn t he cu r ren t t ha t ca r r i es us away f r om ou r
base ,unless our life is centered in the FatheiiWhom Jesus
h a s r e v e a l e d t o u s .

Commentators speak of this prayer as aprayer of
self-consecration, and .such indeed it is, e.speciaUy if we
view it in the light of the glorius background which His
earthly life provided for this prayer of self-consecration.
To umder.s tand the ser iousness which Jesus at tached to
life here is equivalent to find an added meaning to our
own human life here, as well as hereafter, and it may
save us fi'om speaking of self-consecj'ation in ameaning¬
less way.

c o m e s l o v e o f s e l f ,
w o u l d f a m i s h .

Wa t e r d o e s n o t fl o w f r o m t h e r e s e r v o i r i n t o y o u r
pipes until you open the faucet. Inflow depends on out¬
flow. Therefore it is more blessed to give than to re¬
ceive. For lack of inflow the soul would wither and die
even as the branch that bears no fruit dries up and is cut
off and put in the fire.

Ifound encouragement in what Iread in abook the
other day on Denmark, in abook that is being widely
read these days. If you have heard it before, it can bear
repeat ing.

Ernest D. Nielsen in “Ungdom. ) f saj^s the authoi’, ‘‘merelyTo think of Denmark,
as apractical, fertile country, producing butter and eggs
for England, is to read the notes and not hear the music.
For Denmark’s health and happiness are not constituted
of component parts of good soil, good luck and good man¬
agement. They spring from aprofounder source and arc
the visible manifestation of an aspiration more Utopian
t h a n u t i l i a r i a n .
would say.

i (

I nne r L i f e and Ou te r Wor l d

For us to reject the world into which wc arc born—
if it were possible—would be to reject all the progress of
civilization and culture. It would be to den.y God who
made the world and made all things good.

God knew the needs of humanity. Before man asked
for bread, God answered. For He invested the earth with
every thing that man needs for food, for drink, for cloth¬
ing, for housing, for heat, for power for transportation.
We are all the time finding out more of the things which
God hid in the earth and in the air and in the ether until
t h e f u l n e s s o f t i m e .

Ho put into wild grasses the power to become wheat
and to increase. He endowed the wild cabbage with the
choice of the art of developing root or leaves, or head, or
blossoms. He made rain come and go and come again.
Pie told cotton and flax to spin and clothed the lily with¬
in and without to give joy and fragrance. He invested
t l m e a r t h w i t h c o a l a n d i t s d i s t i l a t e s e v e n o i l .

He thought of clay for bricks and wood for beams
and doors, set brooks to wash out the salt of the earth,
and rivers to carry the salt to the sea that it might serve
all men. He foresaw each and every human need, even
unto gold and silver for use by men as means of exchange.

All things are good in themselves. The very same
power in the car that enables you to go places, will, un¬
wisely used, carry you to destruction. Pieces of silver
may be used as ameans of exchanging labor for labor,
but were used also to betray the Lord.

This is your world and mine. It is your world and it
is mine in the sense that we are all of us the children of
God, and that this is God’s Avorld. And when we seek a
key to the true relation of our soul to our world we shall
find it if we keep that attitude. It is as simple as two
and two, but it establishes its mathematics in all direc¬
t i o n s .

Moi’e idealist ic than material ist ic, I

I t was Nicolaj P’rederik Severin Grundtvig who
passionately preached that if aman, even apeasant—
.seeks first the Kingdom of Heaven, all other things will
be added to him. And his contemporaries received this
message some with scepticism and some with the devotion
that it had received at its first pronouncement eighteen
hundred years previously.

Grundtvig, who was atheologian and apoet, be¬
lieved—really believed—that an eager heart and adesire
for wisdom are the greatest things in the world. He really
believed that although these things might be hidden from
the wise and prudent, tlioy might he rcvealcxl to the simple
at heart. He really believed that if awhole nation—even
t h e e d u c a t e d a n d t h e a r i s t o c r a t i c — s h o u l d b c o m e l i b e r a l i n

outlook and sensit ive in spir i t that, while i ts reward
would be the enrichment of its inner life, the tangible
blessings would also follow.

We Imow that they did.

( (

( (
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C. H. W. Hasselrns,
June 27, 1937.
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Communing wi th Nature

Nature is now at its finest, amiracle of grace and
beauty. In the coming months countless numbers of peo¬
ple udll feel the call of her charm, and seek the refreshing
beauty of woods and lakes.

The Bible, and especially the Old Testament, pre¬
sents us with many wonderful descriptions of nature.
Psalmists and prophets saw in the woods and fields,
mountains and streams, the starry sky and the mighty
ocean the handiwork o f God and aconstant token of H is
nearness, goodness and power,

(continued on column 383)

This is Giod’s world,
l i m i t e d . Yo u k n o w i t i s u n l i m i t e d .

and the wea l th o f God i s un-
You just need to

look around and you will know that it is boundless. There
is no reason why his children should stint and restrict and
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his father repeated.AParable of the Drought You do not own your face,
Do not forget that. It belongs to other people. They,

not you, have to look at it.
The hoy had never thoiight of that, but he under¬

stood, and did not forget. And all of us should under¬
stand that our faces belong to other people, and should
]jo Ivopt sweet, briglit and clean.

i I 1 >

i c

(By Ware W. Wimherhj) } )

Once upon atime during aseason of great drought a
zealous, loyal, but worried deacon came to his minister.

Reverend,” he said, “we must do something about
our church. We are barely holding our own, if we are
not actually losing ground. Too many people stay from
church, and those who do come are either listless or dis¬
couraged. The familj' altar has gone. The Bible is an
unknown book. People have quit praying. The world is
luring our people away into ungodliness.

The minister sighed.
All this is true,” ’he admitted. “And it is strange.

Iwork hard. Ispend hours in my study, and other
hours planning and visiting. But it is most surely as
you say. About all we are able to do is to hold our own.

Whereupon the zealous, lojml, but worried deacon,
who was also afarmer, said what he had intended to
say all along.

Ihave been thinking over all that,” he .said. “You
do work hard; we have never had aminister who worked
any harder. But would it be overbold of me to suggest
that you perhaps ought to change your methods, revise
your program, add alittle more spice to your sermons,
and make the Sunday school more attractive to the young
people? It’s difficult for me to know exactly what to
suggest, but, in general, don’t you think we ought to try
n e w m e t h o d s ?

The minister bowed his head in humility and thought.
It was good of you to come to me,” he finally said.

Ithink we may both profit. For the other day Iwas
traveling by your fields. Your wheat and oats do not
look good. 'Your corn is curling and drying, and the
grasshoppers are eating it away. It looks as if all your
work is done for nothing. The very thought makes _me
sad. Indeed, although Iknow you have farmed for thirty
years, this condition emboldens me to suggest that you
perhaps don’t use the best methods of farming.”

The fai ’mer snorted, and immediately forgot his
church in the blast of righteous indignation that tor?
h i m .

( (

(Selected.)
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M o r n A m i d t h e M o u n t a i n s /
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3 I o r n a m i d t h e m o u n t a i n s —
Lovely solitude!
Gushing streams and fountains
Murmur, “God is good!
Now the glad sun, breaking,
Pours agolden flood;
Deepest vales, awaking.
Echo, “God is good!
Hymns of praise are ringing
Through the leafy wood;
Songsters, siveetly singing,
Warble, “God is good!
Wake, and join the chorus.
Child ivith soul endued;
He whose senile is o’er us,
God, our God, is good!
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Self-Pity the Greatest Dope in the Worldi (

i <

Aman whom Ihave known for eighteen 5mars died
the other day. As far as age goes, he was in the prime
of life. In reality, he was asoured, embittered old man.

Never have Ihad an ambition to wwite epitaphs, but
if Iwere asked to turn out one for my depai’ted acquaint¬
ance Ishould be tempted to say:

Here lies Henry Blank,
Aged forty-two years.
He spent more- than twenty of them
In feeling sorry for himself.

Henry got the self-pity habit in college. When he
did not “make” the football team his pride was hurt. He
felt that he was the victim of special injustice. So he
took astiff dose of self-pity, and liked it. He refused to
play his best on the scrub team, lilce agood sport and
became a “bee fe r.

This fact kept him out of the best fraternity,
appointment again! More stiff doses of self-pity. He
gradually quit seeking within for explanations tor failude,
and found justification in circiimstanees—^the envy or
the .stupidity of others. He took to self-pity as some men
take to dr ink .

Leaving college, Henry got afairly good job in an
architect’s office, aline of work for which he had real
talent. But promotion and pay didn’t come his way as
fast as he thought they should. Again he felt that he
was being discriminated against. He griunbled and moan¬
ed so much that he was finally fired.

Always and always Henry felt that fate was using
him badly. He never “got the breaks.” Soon, self-pity
was etching acid lines in his face. He had few friends
and no pals. In fifteen years he held several jobs. In
none of them, it appeared, was he “treated right.” Fin¬
ally ho began to fail in health, as he had long since failed
in spirit. Death must have been ablessed boon to him.

(continued on column 382)

“The best methods of farming! Sii ’ , Iwould have
you know that Ihave farmed for thirty years, that I
iiave kept up with all the latest ideas. Ihave worked
hard and long and well. But this drought—. ‘

Ah, yes,” interupted the minister, “this drought! It
was foolish of me not to take into account. AVhat man
or what methods are equal to adrought? Both the man
who sows in the earth and his brother who sows the Seed
which is the Word in the hearts of men must depend
largely upon forces outside himself.

Whereupon the zealous, loyal, worried deacon, -who
'was also afarmer, turned and walked away, with indig¬

nation at first, v/hich turned to thoughtfulness.
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Look Ou t f o r You r Face

My boy,” said awise father, who knew bow to
])lay and be achTim with his seven-year-old lad, “you do
not own your own face.

The boy looked puzzled. He had come to the break¬
fast table with afrown on his face and had started to
eat his food. Everybody felt the shadow of his ill spirits
in. liis looks. His father ’s words brought him back to
life, and he looked up with aguilty expression, but did
not understand what was meant .

i i
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Wisdom among' the Perfect. Sometimes we are temp¬
ted to think that perhaps Christians are alittle too naive
or even ignorant. It would of eoui’se be interesting- to
see if they were smarter without their Christianity. Cer¬
tainly the greatest of all world missionaries, the apostle
Paul, did not appear ignorant; this is especially evident
as he stands before the philosophers on Mars Hill in the
city of Athens. It is also certain that he did not think
his Christianity alimitation when he wrote to the Corin¬
thian congregation that they had grown rich in every¬
thing through union with Him—in power of expression
and capacity for knowledge.” To those able to accept
his message he declared it the highest wisdom. Those
further interested should read the two first chapters of
First Corinthians in Goodspeed’s translation.

Chr ist iani ty and Distr ibut ion. Edward A. Pi lene,
wealthy Boston merchant, speaking before The Federal
Counci l of Churches in America, said, according to
‘‘AVorkl Christianity” (a new Digest), that it was abasic
spiritual problem whether there could be homes without
houses. I f there was afa i r d is t r ibut ion of weal th i t would
be “no problem at all” to provide decent homes for

every family in America.” Certainly not! Of course
there is aself-styled super class, who arc still reaping
the fruits of the pioneer spirit though they have forgotten
their toiling forefathers, who will say that there is “a
scum of the earth” not worth adecent home. Pcrhaiis
this “scum of the earth” will some day pull down the pil¬
lars that support the houses in which the. super-class lives.

Filene states that the reason justice is not done is
not that people do not bel ieve in God nor that business
men do not believe in being good, but because “we have
separated Christianity from business.” -Why don’t we
admit that the dogmatics of the theologian and that of
the business man is quite different. But perhaps it would
be profitable for us to i-econsider whether Christ in¬
tended Christianity to be as abstract as systems of the¬
ology have made it. Certainly there was one who said,
before the invention of “systems”, that there was agroup
o f m e n w h o s h u t t h e d o o r s o f h e a v e n w i t h t h e i r

precepts.

Flunking'. Another writer in the above mentioned
magazine states that wc were not put here on earth to
find happiness but at best contentment, or what he calls

putting the whole thing on amore homely basis”—“we
are put hero to i>ass our civil service exams for the eter¬
nal job? Right now we are flunking miserably.” —Well,
what are we going to do about it?

Dr. Millikan on Faith. It is encouragin to read the
evidence of an ever-working God from some of our gi’eat
scientists. Ipity those among us who can only find dog¬
matic flaws in, their writings! In the June i.ssue of “The
Commentator,” anew magazine resembling the ‘‘Read¬
ers Digest”, Dr. Robert A. Millikan, winner of the Nobel
Prize in physics in 1926, writes about his conception of
God, and why he believes in apersonal God. To the (|ues-
tion: do you believe in God? he replies, “that it requires
an education rather than an answer.” And he goes on
to say that “it seems to me that everyone who reflects
at all believes in one way or another in God. From my
point of -view the word ‘atheism’ is used most unintelli-
gently, for it is to me unthinkable that areal atheist
s h o u l d e x i s t a t a l l .

Not long ago, someone told me that most teachers
(continued on column 383)
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hhrst of al l Iwant to cal l the attent ion of al l readers
to the report of the president of our synod to the con¬
vention at Askov, Minn., which appears in this issue. In
the first place, it is the president’s report and as such
gives expression to the opinions of the synodical board and
s h o w s t h e d i r e c t i o n i n w h i c h o u r c h u r c h w i l l b e l e d i n
the near future. In the second place it is avery good re¬
por t , not so much in the amount o f in format ion i t ac tu¬
ally gives but because it points out so clearly and defi¬
nitely where our problem lies for the near future. The re¬
port has been translated by the editor and may not give
just the exact meaning in all its finest shades, but it will
show clearly enough what our president wants.

What he wants is afuller dedication, by all of us, of
our lives to the cause of our synod. That the word of God
be living among us, that wc may be able to receive the
love and. grace of God more and more and thereby come
to love each other more. As that comes to be, we chall ex¬
perience what is meant by the Christian fellowship.

But the practical problem is the shortage of pastors
i n o u r c h u r c h . A V e c a n e x e r t o u r e f f o r t s i n t h e s o l u t i o n
of this problem, and who shall say that is in vain! Never¬
theless, it takes more than our efforts to accomplish the
calling of men to labor in God’s garden. It takes more,
but it does take that. Let us never console ourselves with
the idea tha t i s doesn ’ t make much d i f fe rence what we
do, or whether we do anything at all. Iam just afraid
that if that thought has not been prevalent among us,
a t leas t the a t t i tude has not been unknown. But i t i s a
baneful thing, my friends.

Idon’t believe it is wrong to ask ayoung man if he
has ever thought of becoming apastor. Some think it is
wrong to do this; it would be putting pressure on him.
Such talk is nonsense. Iknow very well that undue pres¬
sure can be brought to bear on young people in these
things. But Ido not think there is any danger of that a-
mong us; we are simply not constituted that way. We
could not if we would. That may be aweakness.

There are some places too holy to tread, but until
we can walk, there is not much danger of trespassing
there. There are some things we may not do, but before
we leam to be something more than just passive there
is not much danger.

( < y y
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C . A . S tub .
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THE PRESIDENT’S REPORT OP THE CONVENTION*)
This is the 60th convention held by our

church . AVe a re g ra te fu l t o God and to
m e n f o r t h e b l e s s i n g s o f H i s w o r d a n d
sp i r i t in our homes and churches dur ing
those 60 years. AA’’e hold in grateful and
honorable memory those pioneers and oth¬
e r s w h o m G o d c a l l e d f o r t h t o b e H i s m e s ¬

sengers in the Danish church, and we ded¬
icate ourselves to carry ou their work for
the glory of God and for the benefit and
everlasting joy of the Christ ian l i fe.

We contemplate the future with the con¬
fidence wl i ieh good memories of the past
give to us. We luimbly acknowledge our in-
lieritauce and our debt to the fathers, de¬
pend ing upon the he lp o f H im who was
their help in ages past. The living word of
G o d w i l l b e w i t h u s s o t h a t l i f e s h a l l n o t
languish and die, but blossom forth anew
each generation.

H o w w o n d e r f u l i f w e c o u l d r e a l i z e t h e
w e a l t h w e h a v e i n t h e c h u r c h o f G o d a s i h i s
chi ldren. I t is fa lse humi l i ty constant ly to
fancy ourselves as so very few and needy.
Ifear we use our smallness, our need, and
o u r w e a k n e s s a s a c o v e r f o r i n d i f f e r e n c e
a n d s l o t h . F r o m S t . P e t e r a n d S t . P a u l t o
Kagawa al l the iustruments of God in the
service of the gospel have been weak; for
this very reason the power of God could be
f u l fi l l e d i n t h e m .

Juhl, Mich., has had a; pastor of their own.
How many churches could survive that long
without regular pastoral services.

The district conventious should regularly
d i s c u s s w h a t c o u l d b e d o n e t o e x t e n d t h e
work. But this is not enough. In order to
cu l t iva te a love and unders tanding of th is
cause Iwould suggest that all congregations
of our synod hold amission meeting every
y e a r. I e m p h a s i z e t h e w m r d ‘ ‘ j n i s s i o u ’ ’ .
Guest speakers should be invited to these
meetings, and the offering should be used
for district missions, not to pay the expen¬
ses of the meeting. Such meetings would
benefit not only home missions, but the lo¬
c a l c h u r c h a s w e l l .

The synodical mission funds should not
be the only source for the support of home
missions. This work belongs to the districts,
and the chief responsibilty should be theirs.
Ipropose that churches that need help com¬
m u n i c a t e w i t h t h e d i s t r i c t b o a r d fi r s t a n d
tha t i t g ive a l l the a id i t can . I f th is i s
not enough, the district board should apply
t o t h e s y n o d i c a l b o a r d i n b e h a l f o f t h e
c o n g r e g a t i o n . I f t h i s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y r e s t s
u p o n t h e d i s t r i c t b o a r d s , i t w o u l d f o r c e
them out of the too irresponsible and pas¬
sive state in to which many of them have
f a l l e n .

And it is asounder policy to arouse
peop le ’s i n te res t i n t he m iss ion work a t
their own doorstep than to ask their sup¬
po r t f o r t ha t f a r o f f . M i ss i on wo rk mus t
begin at home. There is no good rea.“on
why the d i s t r i c t s shou ld no t suppor t t he
miss ions w i th in the i r own borders , wh ich
are now supported by the synod. The synod
would have new and greater tasks to take

have visited this territory are agreed there
is alarge field which we must not neglect.
They can not cont inue to get a long wi th
v i s i t i n g p a s t o r s . I d o n o t t h i n k i t w o u l d
be difficult to persuade these groups to or¬
ganize so they can be admitted to the syn¬
od. Ihave not wanted to hasten this, how¬
ever, so long as the synod is not able to
help them to the services of apastor.

E e v . C l e m e n s S p r e n s e n h a s i n f o r m e d m e
that the congregation at Vancouver, B. C.,

A n s g a r C h u r c h ” , b u t w a s
D a n i s h L u t h ¬

eran Congregation” in the spring of 1936,
aud he comp la ins tha t t h i s congrega t ion
was listed last year as one of the churches
of District IX. The new congregation be¬
l o n g s t o t h e C h u r c h o f D e u m a r k . I t h e n
w r o t e i n q u i r i n g w h e t h e r t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n
and complaint meant that the congregation,
rvithout the formality of bidding farewell
to the Danish Church, had simply got up
a u d l e f t . T o t h i s I h a v e r e c e i v e d n o a n s ¬
w e r .

is no longer
reorganized under the name

( (

( (

Perhaps Ishould have published the fact
that the A’aneouver church no longer be¬
longs to our synod. Ihes i ta ted to do so,
however, because Idid not want to hinder
t h e c o l l e c t i o n o f f u n d s f o r t h e e r e c t i o n o f
their new church, which was being promot¬
ed in ‘‘Dannevirke ”. It has grieved me
t h a t t h e l e a d e r s a t V a n c o u v e r h a v e n o t
themselves openly admit ted their relat ion¬
ship to our synod; and it seems strange
t h a t t h e i r a r t i c l e s a b o u t t h e c o l l e c t i o n o f
f u n d s f o r t h e c h u r c h h a v e n o t s o m u c h a s
ment ioned wi th aword the help they have
r e c e i v e d f r o m o u r c h u r c h o r t h e f u n d s c o l ¬
lected for the i r benefit . However, whether
or not thej ' have ignored the contributions
of the Danish Church, Ican wholehearted-

.ly congratulate the congreg.ation and its
pastor on the erection of its new church.

D u r i n g t h e p a s t y e a r t h e r e h a s b e e n
many changes of pastors, due no doubt to
t h e s h o r t a g e o f p a s t o r s t o fi l l a l l t h e
charges. At present the folowing churches
are without aresident pastor: Grayling,
Mich., Clinton and Fredsvil le, Iowa, Hutch¬
inson , M inn . , F lax ton , N . Dak . , and Bre -
dette, Mont., the Saskatchewan churches,
Lindsay, Nysted, Elba and Ryslinge, Neb.,
Oakland, Calif., and Tacoma, Wilbur, and
S t . A n d r e w s , W a s h . A t t h e s a m e t i m e
there are several of our pastors wdthout a
c h a r g e . H o w i s t h i s s i t u a t i o n t o b e r e ¬
medied: unemployed pastors and vacant
p a s t o r a t e s ? T h e r e s u l t i s t h a t w e h a v e
aserious shortage of pastors in our syuod.

S H O R T A G E O F P A S T O R S A N D S Y N ¬
O D I C A L E D U C A T I O N

In the past year four pastors have mov¬
ed to Denmark to take up the ministry
there. Eev. Hdjbjerg, who for thirty years
occupied an important place in our synod,
is now pastor at Ringe, Denmark. Eev. H.
Wulff has recently left Portland, Me., to
take over the free church at Stevns, Den¬
mark. Eev. M. Larsen has not yet been
given acharge, and Rev. S. Isakseii has
r e c e n t l y g o n e t o D e n m a r k t o s e e k a
church . We a re so r ry to see them leave
us, for all of them were diligent and ac¬
t i v e i n t h e i r w o r k a n d l e a v e b e h i u d t h e m

many friends who hold them in grateful
remembrance. The Danish Cduirch gives
thanks to them for their service.

Ican not say how many others will fol¬
low their example. But Rev. Lund Chris¬
tensen, Bronx, N. Y., is visiting Denmark
this summer for the purpose of finding
church to call him. Iam tempted to wish

H O M E M I S S I O N S .

It is useless to represent our home mis¬
sion work as having been forcefu l ly pur¬
sued, during the past year. There is no lack
of tasks to be done, but ra ther a lack o f
h e a r t s w a r m f o r t h e c a u s e a n d o f h a n d s
wi l l ing to take ho ld . Th is shows i tse l f in
ashortage of pastors to serve in the places
where they are needed and of means ade¬
quately to support the work in such places.
We have given aid, however, to the congre¬
gations at Oakland and Pasadena, Califor¬
nia, Ludington, ilich., and Bronx, N. Y.
The congregation at Juhl, Mich., has been
promised .$25.00 amonth par t l y f rom the
synodical and partly from the district treas¬
uries when they get their own pastor soon.
The congregation at Waterloo, Iowa, is ma¬
king adetermined effor t to get apastor o f
t he i r own . We have a l so p rom ised them
■$ 2 5 . 0 0 a m o n t h .

O u t h e w h o l e w e a r e n o t “ m i s s i o n - m i n d ¬
e d ” . W e s e e m t o t h i n k i t i s w e l l i f w e c a n
only maintain our present l imits. For most
o f u s t h e D a n i s h C h u r c h h a s c o m e t o m e a n
a n u m b e r o f q u i t e l a r g e a n d w e l l k n o w n
colonies and city congregations. During the
p a s t y e a r I h a v e v i s i t e d a b o u t 3 5 o f t h e
churches of our synod, especially in the re¬
moter parts. This has opened my eyes to
the fallacy of such aview. We have many
small churches which could grow largo if
they received the necessary help. Iam of
the op in ion tha t Juh l , Mich . , and Water¬
loo, Iowa, will grow. At Wilbur, Wash.,
t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n h a s a b e a u t i f u l c h u r c h .
W i l b u r i s a t o w n o f 6 0 0 - 8 0 0 p e o p l e , b u t
without apastor. In spite of the efforts of
the pastors of District IX the work here is
neglected, to our shame. Hutchinson, Minn.,
i s a n o t h e r e x a m p l e . A f e w t i m e s a y e a r
Rev. Swen Baden is invited to visit agroup
of Danish people at New Haven, Conn. At
Port Chester, Conn., the full time services
of apastor migtht be used. At Areata, Cal¬
ifornia, is agroup of staunch Danes who
s e e k t o c u l t i v a t e c o n t a c t w i t h o u r c h u r c h .
And more places could bo meutioned. It
wdll be 18 years since the congregation at
*) Slightly abbreviated.—Ed.

u p .

T H E C A N A D A M I S S I O N .

After participating in the dedication of
the new church at Dalum, Alta., last fall I
paid avisi t to the churches in Saskatche¬
wan, where our synod has been in the work
for ten years. These people were very grate¬
ful that the convention last year decided to
send apastor up there once amonth. Eev.
H. Jespersen aud Eev. V. S. Jensen were
there during the summer. Rev. Ernest Niel¬
sen in October and November, and Eev. P.
Rasmussen at Christmas, Easter, and Pente¬
c o s t . T h e c o n v e n t i o n a s k e d t h e b o a r d t o
find apastor for them. After h is v is i t Eev.
Ernest Nielsen expressed his willingness to
go if the board demanded it. The board,
however, could not persuade itself to make
such ademand, especially when the Muske¬
gon church earnestly asserted that the work
there ought not to be neglected ou account
o f t h e C a n a d a M i s s i o n . I c o m m u n i c a t e d
with Mr. Enrico Bjerre, who is atheologic¬
al graduate from our seminary. He declared
his willingness to go to Canada as apastor.
W h e r e I c o n s u l t e d t h e b o a r d s o f t h e d i f f e r ¬
ent congregations in Canada, they all sta¬
ted that however much they desired to get
apastor and were w i l l ing to cont r ibu te to
his support, they did not like to be sup¬
plied with apastor they did not know. I
realized the riskiness of sending Mr. Bjerre
all the way from Denmark to Saskatchewan
with the possibility that he might find him¬
self unfitted for the work apastor must
take upon himself in these sc.attered dis¬
tricts where nature is stern and the benefits
of civilization meagre. The best solution of
th is prob lem would be for the convent ion
to ask Rev. P. Rasmussen to move to Mel-
fort or Prince Albert, Sask. Iam convinc¬
ed we have no one who can solve this prob¬
lem bettor than he. All the pastors who

a
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it were not so easy for young pastors, who
in every way are well qualified for the
work, to find positions in Denmark. It
would be better, however, i f a l l the pas¬
tors in our synod could become so strongly
attached to our church life and to the peo¬
ple of our country that they would not, li¬
terally speaking constantly stand with one
foot planted in Denmark and the other
hero. Have wo pastors forgotten the
c a u s e w h i c h w e s e r v e o v e r o u r o w n c o n ¬
venience ?

s ident and facul ty about that par t o f our
e d u c a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s w h i c h i s c a r r i e d o n
a t G r a n d V i e w C o l l e g e . T h e b o a r d h a s
n o t c o n c e a l e d i t s d i s t r u s t o f P r e s i d e n t O l ¬
sen’s absorbing interest in the cooperative
m o v e m e n t , w h i c h , i n t h e o p i n i o n o f t h e
board, is about to lead both him and the
school away from its real purpose. It was
due to the presidest’s connection with this
m o v e m e n t t h a t t h e s c h o o l a d m i t t e d t h i s
year quite anumber of students who have
no re la t ion w i th our church beyond the i r
attendance at the school. The presence of
a g r o u p w i t h s u c h a s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t c a n
easily result in turning the interest of the
ent i re student body toward pract ical eco¬
nomic and social pursuits rather than to¬
ward the aim and means of that spir i tual
life which our synod endeavors to promote.
I t h a s a l s o c o m e t o o u r a t t e n t i o n t h a t o u r
school is represented in cooperative books
and periodicals as being especially interest¬
ed in this movement, and we have pointed
o u t t o t h e p r e s i d e n t t h e i m p r o p r i e t y o f
this. This raises the quest ion whether we
had better emphasize our independence by
endeavoring to keep our school f rom en¬
ro l l i ng fo r the ne .v t yea r as im i la r g roup
o f s t u d e n t s o n t h e b a s i s o f t h e i r i n t e r e s t
in cooperation.

T h e q u e s t i o n a l s o a r i s e s w h e t h e r o u r
school, under the same condit ions as this
year, wil l be able to keep Danisli spiritual
life, speech, and song from being set aside
by the use of the language which is un¬
derstood by aU. Our attitude on this prob¬
lem will have agreat influence on the pas¬
tors who are to graduate from our school
i n t h e f u t u r e .

These discussions by the board with the
pres iden t and the facu l t y have no t been
aimed at depr iv ing them of the responsi¬
bi l i ty for the conduct and activi t ies of the
school; but we have seen it as our duty to
t h e b e s t o f o u r a b i l i t y t o p r e s e r v e t h e
school in the course of its past. The future
of the school will not be dependent upon
i ts w inn ing renown among Amer ican
schools for th is or that remarkable th ing,
but upon i ts remaining faithful to i ts pre¬
mises and its purpo.ses.

W e m u s t h a v e f a i t h t h a t i n t h e f u t u r e
our school will be able to call young men to
en te r t he m in i s t r y. Th i s i s on l y poss ib le
when the spirit of God is at hand. But the
h a r v e s t i s g r e a t a n d t h e l a b o r e r s f e w,
t h e r e f o r e t h e w o r k a t t h e s c h o o l a t D e s
Moines must be done wi th i ) rayer to the
L o r d o f t h e h a r v e s t , w h o i s w a i t i n g f o r
u s i n t h e s e r v i c e o f t h e D a n i s h c h u r c h . I n
spite of adversity and weakness, there is
n o l a b o r s o b l e s . “ e d a s t o b e a b o u t t h e

about the Lord’s work among one’s own
people.

O u r e d u c a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s a t D e s M o i i i e t
c a n s u c c e e d o n l y i n p r o p o r t i o n a s o u r
h o m e s a n d c h u r c h e s a r e f a i t h f u l i n t h e i r
tasks. The work of the Sunday School,
the vacation school, among the young peo¬
ple, and in our homos, through which the
coming generat ion learns to love the vi tal
values of the church, is one of the pre¬
r e q u i s i t e s n e e d e d b y s t u d e n t s o f G r a n d
View College to receive the ful l benefit of
t h e i n fl u e n c e a n d i n s t r u c t i o n a f f o r d e d
them there, even in respect to hearing and
following the call to dedicate their l ives to
service in the Kingdom of God. Iam con¬
vinced that we need e\erywhere in our
synod adeeper consciousness of our re¬
sponsibility and of our position as Chris¬
tian homes, churches, parents, and teachers.

O T H E R E D U C A T I O N A L A C T I V I T I E S

It might be worth considering the hohl-
ing of annual Sunday School institutes. Our

Sunday Schoo l work lacks acommon a im
a n d c o m m o n p l a n s . We m u s t fi n d e a c h
other for our mutual benefit and strength.
Grand View Col lege should offer acourse
designed to give young people the neces-
sady education to enable them to step into
the ranks when they se t t l e i n the i r own
homes. If our homes were only as sensi¬
tive about the growth and development of
t h e i r c h i l d r e n ’ s s o u l s a n d c h a r a c t e r s a s
they are about their acquirement of secu¬
lar knowledge and their physical develop¬
ment, there would be no lack of men and
means with wdiich to carry on the educa¬
t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s o f o u r s y n o d , f r o m t h e
primary Sunday School class to the semi¬
nary at Des Moines.

The Leadership Conference held recently
at Des Moines by the Young People’s So¬
c i e t i e s i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e r e i s a n a w a k e n ¬

ing respons ib i l i t y and agrowdng earnest¬
ness in regard to the continuation through
the young people’s work of that which was
begun in the Sunday School and the t’aca-
tion school. The emphasis was placed up¬
o n h e l p i n g y o u n g p e o p l e t o a c q u i r e t h e
v i t a l v a l u e s o f t h e c h u r c h . I a m g l a d t o
lay be fore the convent ion the request o f
the conference: That each year the churches
of our .synod take up acol lect ion for the
support of the young people’s work, so that
the leaders of the w’ork may better be able
to help the local groups of young people
get star ted. Mater ia ls for Bible study and
programs are to be col lected and printed,
books and papers must be supplied and
c i rcu la ted . I t i s a lso impor tan t to ga ther
the young people of all districts in summer
camps for recreat ion and devot ion. Would
that th is might be the beginning of anew
and strong development of our young peo-
] d e ’ s w o r k . A b e g i n n i n g s e e m s t o h a v e
been made in many jjlaccs, especially has it
b e e n s u c c e s s f u l i n t h e E a s t e r n D i s t r i c t o f
o u r c h u r c h .

I w m u l d c l o s e t h e s e r e m a r l s a b o u t t h e

relationship betw’een the shortage of pas¬
t o r s i n o u r c h u r c h a n d o u r e d u c a t i o n a l a c ¬

t iv i t ies by say ing that in many p laces in
our synod effective school w-ork is being-
done among the children, and that excellent
work is done at Grand View College.
T h o s e o f u s w h o v i s i t t h e r e o f t e n c a n h a v e

no doubt about tha t . And Iwou ld express
o u r g r a t i t u d e t o t h e p r e s i d e n t f o r t h e
great efficiency of his leadership and ad¬
ministrat ion of the school . This appl ies in
l ike manner to the facul ty for the i r work.

T H E S E M I N A R Y

The seminary had only one student last
year, and Iam not cognizant of any great
increase in the near future. There is good'
reason for pastors and congregations to
ask themselves whether their work is being
done effectively. The word of God does
not return empty. Is there too little of
the power of the word of God, too little
love in our test imony and in the l i fe and
a c t i v i t i e s o f o u r c h u r c h e s a n d h o m e s ? H a s
the l i fe in our homes, in our young peo¬
ple’s societies, and in the church been so
s e c u l a r i z e d t h a t i t c a n n o t a r o u s e t h e d e s i r e
of young people to serve the Kingdom of
G o d i n t h e D a n i s h C h u r c h ?
v inced tha t the fau l t fo r our shor tage o f
pastors is to be laid at our own door.
Life among us must be raised anew from
within and dedicated to God before young
s o u l s a r e fi r e d w i t h z e a l f o r t h e c a u s e o f

the gospel.
The question is forced upon us:H a v e

w e f a i l e d i n o u r e d u c a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s ? T h e

interest in and pursuit of spiritual, in¬
t e l l e c t u a l , a n d s c i e n t i fi c p r o b l e m s w h i c h
characterizes modern youth is .just as ac¬
t i ve among ou r young peop le as among
those of other churches. Are we fai l ing to
lead th is in terest and long ing in to chan¬
nels of education and development for the
s e r v i c e o f t h e c h u r c h ?

The purpose of the educational activities
which our synod carries on at Grand View
College must be considered as the educa¬
t i o n o f p a s t o r s a n d c h u r c h w o r k e r s . A l l
impartation of knowledge has for its basic
p remise the l i f e o f ou r Chr i s t i an fe l l ow¬
ship and its conception of l ife and is giv¬
en in order to develop the students to serve
God bet ter in thei r fu ture cal l ings in se¬
cu la r soc ie ty, i n the i r homes and in the
church. Our pur))ose could never be to edu¬
cate s tudents for pure ly secu lar pursu i ts .
T h e w o r k o f G r a n d V i e w C o l l e g e d i f f e r s
f rom the test imony of the church on ly in
form and outward appearance. Our school
is achurch school. As such our synod sup¬
por ts i t w i th about $12,000.00 ayear.

The reason we mainta in a jun ior co l lege
similar to other junior collegs and seek to
get i t fu l ly accredi ted is that in th is way
w e c a n b e s t f u l fi l l t h e c o n d i t i o n s w h i c h
make it possible for young people to mas¬
ter the knowledge necesary for them in life
a t t h e s a m e t i m e t h a t t h e y a r e g i v e n a
chance to l i ve w i th young peop le o f ou r
own church and in this fellowship to share
w h a t t h e t e a c h e r s h a v e t o o f f e r t h e m
through thei r inst ruct ions and companion¬
ship. .lunior college, therefore, is to be
thought of as the framework best adaj j ted
to b r i ng t oge the r t ha t pa r t o f ou r young
people who seek advanced education. Our
aim goes far boyonil and above the modest
two year course.

A r e w e c o n s c i o u s o f a n a i m f o r o u r
s c h o o l a c t i v i t i e s i n t h e d i r e c t i o n o f w h a t I
h a v e w r i t t e n a b o v e ?

G R A N D V I E W C O L L E G E

During the year the synodical board
has had achance to discuss with the pre-

I a m c o n -

T H E W O R K O P C O M M I T T E E S

The convention last year appointed three
coinittees, each with its own work to do. 1
h a v e t r i e d t o f o l l o w t h e w o r k o f t h e s e c o m ¬
m i t t e e s a s b e s t I c o u l d .

T H E S E M I N A R Y C O M M I T T E E

In the opinion of this committee, the
proposed plan for the improvement of the
curricula of the seminary and pre-seminary
c o u r s e s c a n n o t b e e f f e c t e d w i t h o u t
t h e s e r v i c e s o f o n e m o r e t e a c h e r i n t h e
seminary. The synodical board is in agree¬
ment wi th th is suggest ion. We can hardly
expect future students to be especially at¬
tracted by a.seminary Inaving only one per¬
manent teacher on its staff. Amajority
of the committee and the synodical board
desires to recommend that Rev. Ernest Niel¬
sen, Muskegon, Mich., be appointed to the
faculty of the seminary from the begin¬
ning of the school year U);i8-.'!9, his salary
to be on the same scale as that of the other
t e a c h e r s .

(Concluded in next issue.)
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D a n e t o d H i g h S c h o o l h a s n o w 4 0 s t u ¬
den t s , acco rd i ng t o r epo r t i n “De t Dan -
skc Ugcblad.

K e v . a n d M r s . V . S . J e n s e n , H a r t f o r d ,
Conn. , are spending the i r vacat ion v is i t¬
ing some of the churches in Iowa. July 4th
and 5th he spoke at Hampton, Iowa, and
on Ju ly l l t h a t K imba l l ton , Iowa.

* * *

Kev. Edwin E. Hansen, Hampton, Iowa,
wi l l preach his farewel l sermon at Hamp¬
ton Aug . 15 . Sev. Hansen has accep ted
acan from the church at Juhl , Mich.

» * *

Young Peop les Convent ion o f the Iowa
District will be held at Hampton, Iowa,
Aug. 20-22. Among the guest speakers can
be mentioned Prof. C. Arild Olsen, Des
Moines, Iowa, Rev. Ottar .Jorgensen, Ce¬
dar Falls, Iowa, Prof. Alfred Nielson, Des
Moines, Prof . Er l ing Jensen, Des Moines,
R e v. A l f r e d J e n s e n , K i m b a l l t o n , I o w a ,
and Rev. Hakon Jorgensen, Newel l , Iowa.

* * *

Rev. Alfred E. Sorensen, Seattle, Wash.,
r e c e n t l y p a i d a v i s i t t o R i n g s t e d , I o w a ,
w h e r e h e s p o k e . Tu n e 2 0 . O n J u l y 5 h o
spoke a t K imba l l t on , I owa .

C o n v e n t i o n N o t e s O U R C H U R C H
j j

R E E L E C T E D . T h e f o l l o w i n g w e r e r e ¬
elected at the convention: R e v . V i g g o
Hansen, Chicago, 111., secretary; Mr. A.xcl
T h o m s e n , M e n o m i n e e , i l i c h . , t r e a s u r e r ;
M r . P. L . L u n d , H a m p t o n , I o w a , b o a r d
member ; Rev. H . S t randskov, Ty le r,
M i n n . , c . x a m i n a t i o n b o a r d ; M r. T h o r v a l d
Jensen, Kimballton, Iowa, treasurer of
Pension Fund; Rev. .1. .1. Lerager, editor

C h i l d ’s F r i e n d ” ; R e v. . 1 . L . . 1 . D i xo n ,
e d i t o r ‘ ‘ K i r k e l i g S a m l e r ” ; M r s . P. H .
Pede rsen , ed i t o r ‘ ‘ Bp rnovcnnen ” .

* * * R e v . A . T h . D o r f , B r o o k l y n , N . Y . , i s o n
DR. N. C. CARLSEN, president of the a fl y i n g t r i p t o D e n m a r k . H e l e f t N e w

United Danish Church, paid avisit to the York Ju ly 17 and is expected to leave
Askov convention, where ho brought Copenhagen July 29 on the return,
greetings from his synod to the con- * * *
v e n t i o n .

Open House at Danehod. The Folk High
S c h o o l a t Ty l e r , M i n n . , h a s i n v i t e d a l l
f r i e n d s o f o u r c h u r c h a n d s c h o o l a c t i v i t i e s
to at tend ‘ ‘Open House” there September
1 - 5 . T h e r e w i l l b e a n u m b e r o f v i s i t i n g
speakers, the names of whom have not
v e t b e e n a n n o u n c e d .

* * *

Rev. and Mrs. A. W. Andersen, Chicago,
I I I . , a r c s p e n d i n g a t w o w e e k s v a c a t i o n
i n C o l o r a d o .

( (

Scandinavian Radio Programs. The fo l¬
l ow ing Scand inav i an r ad i o p rog rams a re
t o b e s e n t o u t f r o m D e s M o i n e s , I o w a ,
dur ing the month o f Augus t :
A u g . 1 , l Y R N T, 3 : 3 0 - 4 P. M .
A u g . 8 , W H O , 1 - 1 : 3 0 P . M .
Aug . 15 , KRNT, 3 :30 -4 P. M .
Aug . 22 , -WHO, 1 -1 :30 P. M .
A u g . 2 9 , K R N T, 3 : 3 0 - 4 P. M .
Sept . 12, AVHO, 1-1:30 P. M.

♦ * «

Danish Radio Program. Rev. Alfred E .
Sorensen, Seattle, Wash., will broadcast a
Danish program from station K.TR, 970
KC. on .July 24, fi P. M.

* * *

Prof. C. Arild Olsen, Grand View Col¬
lege, Des Moinos, Iowa, and his family
have spent their vacation at alarge meet¬
ing at Lake Geneva, Wis., where Prof.
Olsen took part in the leadership of the
meet ing.

I N V I T A T I O N S t o h o l d c o n v e n t i o n n e x t
year were sent in from the congregations
at Tyler, Minn., and Withee, Wis. The in¬
vitat ion from Tyler was accepted.

* it *

P R O P. C . A r i l d O l s e n , p r e s i d e n t o f
Grand View College, resigned from his
position from .July 1, 1938.*‘* *

THE CONSTITUTION of our synod was
thoroughly revised at the convention. An
art ic le was inserted about the Bib le, an¬
other differentiating between the Apos¬
t l e s ’ C r e e d a n d t h e o t h e r t w o c r e e d s .
Much of the old constitution was passed
as by-laws. The amendment of the con¬
s t i t u t i on w i l l he rea f te r t ake a t l eas t two
years as well as two thirds majority.

R E V. A . T H . D O R F, B r o o k l y n , N . Y. ,
w a s e l e c t e d c h a i r m a n o f t h e c o n v e n t i o n
w i t h Rev. O t t a r Jo rgensen , Ceda r Fa l l s ,
I owa , as ass i s tan t cha i rman ;
rik Palmbeck, Atlantic, Iowa, was ehofcn
as secretary of the meeting. Rev. Michael
Mikkelsen, Dngmar, Jlont., as assistant
sec re ta i y.

Festival at Des Moines. The congrega¬
tion at Des Moines, Iowa, has invi ted the
congregat ions of Newel l , Hampton, Freds-
villc, Cedar Palls, Oak Hill, Kimballton,
and Ringsted to a. fest ival to bo held at
the Grand View Co l lege campus Sunday,
A u g . 8 . R e v. A l f r e d J e n s e n , K i m b a l l t o n ,
and Rev. C. A. Stub, Ringsted, have been
inv i ted to speak.

* * *

M r . J o h a n n e s T h o m s e n , E x i r a , I o w a ,
wr i tes Rev. P lambeck, has suffered much
f r o m s i c k n e s s a n d m i s f o r t u n e t h e l a s t
year. About ayear ago ho suffered asun¬
stroke, from which he recovered some¬
what. On Thanksgiving Day, -however,
while on their way to visit adaughter at
Omaha, Nebraska, he and JIrs. Thomsen
were severely injured in an automobile ac¬
c i d e n t w h e n a n o t h e r c a r d r o v e i n t o t h e m .
They were brought to the Harlan, Iowa,
h o s p i t a l f r o m w h i c h h e c a m e h o m e j i i s t
b e f o r e C h r i s t m a s . T h e r e a f t e r h e r e c o v ¬
ered g radua l l y. Th is sp r ing Mr. and Mrs .
Thomsen agairt paid avi.sit to their daugh¬
ter a t Omaha, Nebr. Whi le there he su f -

Rev. S. D. Rodliolm is also visiting some p . , , r a l y t i c s t r o k e , f r o m w h i c h h e
of the Cal i forn ia churches at the present
t i m e . H i s s c h e d u l e i s a s f o l l o w s :
Oakland, July 18
Solvang, .July 19-25
Pasadena, July 28
Los Angeles, .July 29
Salinas, Aug. 1
Watsonv i l le , Aug. 8
Easton-Par l ie r, Aug. 15 .

* * - *

P ro f . A l f red N ie l sen , Grand View Co l¬
lege, Dos Moines, Iowa, is at present mak¬
ing atour of California with his family,
t i m e . H i s s c h e d u l e i s a s f o l l o w s :
Los Angeles, July 11
Pasedena, July 13
Easton-Par l ier, .July 14
Summer Camp at Solvang, .July 18-25
Salinas, .July 28
Watsonvi l le, .July 29
San Francisco, .July 30
Oakland, Aug. 1.

» * *

R e v . H e n -

H Y M N A L F O R C H U R C H A N D H O M E .
It was reported at the convention that
20,000 copies of the word edition of
H y m n a l

T h e< (

have now been sold, as well as
several thousand copies of the music ed¬
ition. This latter has been printed twice,
the first time 5,000 copies.

) )

A N E W R E V I S E D E D I T I O N o f “ T h e
Hymnal” wi l l undoubtedly be j ) i - inted dur¬
i n g t h e p r e s e n t y e a r. T h e w o r k w i l l b e
done by Dan ish Lutheran Pub l ish ing
House, Bla i r, Nebr. The pr ice of the new
and enlarged edition will bo about the
same as that of the present one.

* * *

R E L I G I O U S C E N S U S . A l l p a s t o r s a n d
congregat ions are ree jues ted to see tha t
the census b lank sent them by the gov¬
ernment is properly filled out and return¬
ed. This is impor tant .

# * *

T H E C H I C A G O C H I L D R E N ’ S H O M E

has now twenty chi ldren. Mi.ss Marie Hoe
Andersen is the matron. Dur ing the sum¬
m e r t h e c h i l d r e n h a v e a l l b e e n g i v e n a
c o u n t r y v a c a t i o n b y t h e g o o d p e o p l e o f
the Dwight, 111., congregation.

* * *

T H E A T T E N D A N C E a t t h e c o n v e n t i o n
was over 400 vis i t ing part ic ipants besides
the delegates.

THE BUDGET approved for next year
amounts to ,$15,200.00.

* * »

T H E E N D O W M E N T F U N D . M r . C h r .

Korsgaard, Chicago, 111., reported that the
v a l u e o f t h i s f u n d n o w a m o u n t s t o c ; i .
|i91,000.00.

i s s t i l l s u f f e r i n g . M r . T h o m s o n i s w e l l
known to many in onr synod. As ayoun¬
ger man he taught vacation school at sev¬
eral places; and he has written many ar¬
t i c l e s i n “ D a n n e v i r k e ” .

-o -

S E L F - P I T Y T H E G R E A T E S T D O P E
I N T H E W O R L D

(Cont inued f rom column 374)
The re a re l o t s o f Hen ry B lanks i n t he

w o r l d . T h e i r g r e a t d o p e i s s e l f - p i t y. I t ’ s
m i g h t y e a s y f o r a n y o n e t o b e c o m e a n
addic t . Sel f -p i ty is ins id ious. You have to
keep tak ing i t in larger doses to get any
k i c k o u t o f i t . F o r a w h i l e , y o u r m o u r n ¬
i n g m a y e x c i t e t h e s y m p a t h y o f o t h e r s .
B u t y o u r f e l l o w m e n c a n f e e l s o r r y f o r
y o u o n l y s o l o n g . A f t e r t h a t , y o n b o r e
a n d i r r i t a t e t h e m .

All of us have adversity in plentiful
d o s e s . N o o n e h a s a m o n o p o l y. I f a m a n
bends before it and broods over it, he can
soon bui ld up npret ty good case that the
stars in their courses are fighting against
him. He increases his doses until aper¬
manent quitter is born. And his story ends
right there—save for some forlorn foot¬
n o t e s !

P ro f . Ha ra ld Knudsen , P ro f , o f Phys i¬
cal Education at Grand View College, Des
Moines, Iowa, has charge of the large
swimming pool at Camp Dodge, Iowa.

» * *

D r . M a g n u s J . G r e g e r s e n , a s o n o f t h e
late Rev. ,J. Gregersen, has been appoint¬
ed head of the Depar tment of Physio logy
o f t h e C o l u m b i a . U n i v e r s i t y M e d i c a l
School . In 1923 Dr. Gregersen graduated
f r o m L e l a n d S t a n f o r d U n i v e r s i t y . T h e
fo l l ow ing yea r ho t ook t he Mas te r ’s de¬
gree, and in 1930 he was given the Ph. D.
d e g r e e a t H a r v a r d U n i v e r s i t y.

Rev. and Mrs . Johannes Knudsen, As¬
kov, MinTi. , became the parents of ababy
daughter on .June 29. Congratulations!

* # #

Rev. Niels Dael, Lisclund, Denmark, cel¬
ebrated his 80th birthday on June 20. M e r l e C r o w e l l .



Straiidskov, Holger

3 8 3 L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S 3 8 4I
f Contr ibut ions to the San-

t a l M i s s i o n

to employ a l l pract icable means for the i r
removal.” —This is not awarning aside
f rom some o f t he cond i t i ons among t he
Danes in Amer ica . Wc have men among
us who pride themselves on the fact that
they arc intolerant toward churches which
u s e a d i f f e r c i f t m e t h o d t h a n o u r s . B e ¬
l i e f r e s t s u p o n f a c t s , b u t m e t h o d s a r e
fl e . x i b l c ; i f t h e y a r c n o t , i t i s b e c a u s e
wo have become petrified.

C O R R E C T I O Nt
t I n m y a r t i c l e , ‘ ‘ C r i s i s a n d C o n s t i t u ¬

tion,” in L. T., .Til ly 5, 1937 several mis¬
prints occur which, however, do not seri¬
ously obscure the thought e.xcept that the
w o r d ‘ ‘ C h r i s t ” h a s s l i p p e d i n t o t h e t i t l e
i n s t e a d o f ‘ ‘ C r i s i s .

Ladies Aid, Dalum, Can
Mrs. Dora Ingemann, St. Paul, IMinn. o.OO
L a d i e s A i d , S t . P e d e r ’ s C h u r c h ,

Minneapolis, Minn.
Mrs. M. S. Kasmussen, Mnpls., 1 . 0 0
Jnidics Aid, Menominee, Mich..
Ladies Aid, Seattle, Wash
J. L . Jorgenson, K imba l l ton , la
L a d i e s A i d , H a y S p r i n g s , N e b r. . . . 1 0 . 0 0
Bcv. P. C. Stockholm, Cozad, Nebr.. 10.00
Mrs. P. H. Lund, Hampton, la
Congregation, Danovang, Tc.xas .... 22.79
C o l l e c t i o n a t A s k o v c o n v e n t i o n . . . . 9 5 . 2 4

Lena and .Jens Ibsen, Dooley, Mont.,
in memory of Ida Ibsen  o . O O

M r s . K r i s t i n e O s t e r g a a r d , T i ' l e r ,
Minn

F o r t h e W o r k o f D r . O s t e r g a a r d .
Dr. A. L. Vadheim, Tyler, J l inn.. . -$107.25

.$10.00

1 0 . 0 0 1 )

T . P . C .
. . 1 5 . 0 0
.. 5.00

. . 1 0 . 0 0
-o -

C O M M U N I N G W I T H N A T U E . E

(Cont inued from col . 372)1 . 6 0 Pr int ing of
C H U R C H B U L L E T I N S

A N N U A L R E P O R T S
L E T T E R H E A D S

E N V E L O P E S

E t c . E t c .

It is natural that people] from the crowd¬
ed c i t ies .shou ld long to spend some o f
their liesure hours in the open, and it is
fortunate that modern means of convey¬
ance have made this possible for so many.
I f i t be done with the r ight at t i tude,
g rea t benefi t s may no doub t be de r i ved
f rom aday w i th ‘ ‘wha t God ha th made.
The innumerable beer parlors and dance
halls that crowd most lakes, and the stor¬
ies one hears o f d r ink ing and ca rous ing
a t p i cn i cs and fish ing pa r t i es a re , how¬
ever, sad proofs that many go out in na¬
ture for an entirely different purpose than
t o a d m i r e t h e w o r k o f G o d .

C h r i s t i a n s s h o u l d t a k e t h e i r B i b l e w i t h

them when they go out. The reading of one
of its wonderful chapters about nature
will increase our appreciation of its beau¬
ty and our sense of its spirit. It will help
u s t o s e c G o d i n t h e w o r k o f h i s h a n d s .
L e t u s t r y w h e n w e g o o u t t o fi n d a t
l e a s t a m o m e n t f o r c o m m u n i o n w i t h G o d
in the temple that Ho Himself has built,
n o r s h a l l w e t h e n fi n d i t i n o u r h e a r t t o
d e fi l e i t .

5 .00

j 1

T o t a l

Previously acknowledged 9 4 2 . 3 6
3 1 2 . 8 8

H O L S T P R I N T I N G C O .

Cedar Falls, IowaReceived since .Tan. 1, 1937 .... $1,255.24

We are very grateful for the good offer¬
ing rece ived a t the conven t ion a t Askov,
Minn . , and a lso fo r the bount i fu l g i f t Dr.
V a d h e i m . A t t h e b u r i a l o f h i s w i f e a s u m
of money was given to mis.sions, of which
h e h a s s e n t u s $ 1 0 7 . 2 5 f o r t h e w o r k o f D r .
E . Ostergaard. Of th is sum, .$50.00 was
from Dr. Vadheim and his children, $46.25
from friends at Tyler, and $11.00 from
fr iends of the fami ly l iv ing elsewhere.

S igr id Ostergaard ,
1700 4th St. S. E., Minneapol is, Minn.

Trave l To
D e n m a r kJ. C. Aaherg

in ‘ ‘Bud og H i l sen .
O '

7 i

F R O M M Y R E A D I N G

(Cont inued from col . 376)
f r o m c e r t a i n s t a t e i n s t i t u t i o n s d i d n o t b e ¬

lieve in God or go to church—that was
something for the ignoramus only. The
table is turned by Dr. Millikan. But per¬
haps it would be asking too much that our
teachers should think; many of them are
m e r e m e c h a n i c a l t e x t b o o k s .

D r . M i l l i k a n s t a t e s i s t h e s a m e a r t i c l e

that since the days of .Tob's thoughtful
question: ‘‘Can man b}' searching find out
God?” ' ' \ . .en have a lways recognized the i r
own ignorance and fini teness.

Ronald Fangeu has written one of the
best Oxford books, there is salt and pep¬
per in i t . The t i t le is , ‘ ‘A Chr ist ian World
Revolution.” Tlic following made mo re¬
flect on some recent experiences: ‘‘Many
people revol t against cer ta in laws of l i fe .
Hence they arc never able to realize
s o m e o f t h e i r b e s t i n t e n t i o n s . L i f e i s t h u s
d o o m e d .

A t a r e c e n t g a t h e r i n g I c o n t e n d e d t h a t
we were not at liberty to do as we pleas¬
ed before our neighbors. Another contend¬
e d t h a t t h i s d e n i a l o f m y l i b e r t y w o u l d
make mo ngood hypoc r i t e .

S u c h a c o n t e n t i o n o v e r l o o k s t h e f a c t
that Iam also a. good hypocrite by doing
t h e t h i n g s t h a t m y c o n s c i e n c e r e b e l s
a g a i n s t . I n t h i s c a s e i t m a y b o s a f e t o
r e p l y t h a t n o o n e k n o w s b e t t e r w h a t i s
in aman than the spirit which speaks
i n h i m .

o n c o m f o r t a b l e s t e a m e r s o f t h e

Norwegian
America Line

N u r s e s Wa n t e d
T h r e e C h r i s t i a n w o m e n a r e n e e d e d

at the Hospital at Eben-Ezef. All
three must be graduate and regist¬
ered in their respect ive states.

One mus t—bes ides be ing reg i s t¬
ered in her home state—also qualify
f o r r e g i s t r a t i o n w i t h t h e C o l o r a d o
S t a t e B o a r d i f h e r h o m e s t a t e d o e s
n o t h a v e ‘ ‘ r e c i p r o c i t y ” w i t h C p l o -
railo. She must he capable of taking
charge of the care of patients, the
nurses and other helpers connected
with the care of the pat ients.

One must be asurgical nurse —
c a p a b l e o f t a k i n g c h a r g e o f t h e
operating room and all pertaining to

Passengers may take the route along
the picturesque coast with i ts beau¬
t i fu l f jo rds, or d isembark a t Bergen
and travel across the majestic moun¬
t a i n s t o O s l o e n r o u t e t o D e n m a r k .

S A I L I N G D A T E S
( f r o m N o w Yo r k )

Stavaaig'erfjord A u g u s t 2 5
Bergeusfjord S e p t e m b e r 8
Stava.Bg-erfjord .September 25
Bergensfjord
Accommodations booked through Co¬
penhagen and si.x other Danish cities
a t n o e x t r a c o s t .

E x c l u s i v e l y S c a n d i n a v i a n o f fi c e r s
a n d c r e w. Q u i c k e s t r o u t e t o N o r ¬
way. Write for particulars.

Norwegian America
L i n e

Chicago: 333 N. Mich igan Ave.
M i n n e a p o l i s : 8 3 1 M a r q u e t t e A v e .

N e w Y o r k : 2 4 S t a t e S t r e e t
S e a t t l e : 4 t h a n d U n i o n

S a n F r a n c i s c o : 8 0 4 P o s t S t r e e t
W i n n i p e g : 2 7 8 M a i n S t r e e t

i t .
O c t o b e r 9One shall be needed as night

nurse in charge.
All must bo of good health and

pa .s t expe r iences u rges us to add
t h a t s m o k e r s o r d r i n k e r s a r e n o t
w a n t e d —

g radua ted
n o t .

n o m a t t e r w h e r e t h e y
— c h u r c h h o s p i t a l o r

) J

The sa lar ies arc those customary
for the respect ive pos i t ions .

Any one des i rous o f becoming a
constructive force in the hospital at
Eben-Ezer w i l l p lease confer w i th :

The Superintendent,
Eben-Ezer, Brush, Colo.

NB: We beg pastors to a id us in
ca l l ing the at tent ion of capable
C h r i s t i a n w o m e n t o t h e a b o v e .

●O'

D i v i s i o n s . I n a r e c e n t n u m b e r o f
C h r i s t e n d o m ” t h e r e i s a n a r t i c l e o n

c h u r c h u n i o n i n w h i c h t h e r e m a r k i s
m a d e t h a t ‘ ‘ w e a r e n o t t o b l a m e f o r t h e
d i v i s i o n s w h i c h w e h a v e i n h e r i t e d . B u t
w e a r e a t f a u l t i f v v e a d d t o t h e m o r f a i l

( (

.r. Madsen, Mothorhonse, Pastor.
When answering advertisements, please

mention ‘‘Lutheran Tidings.”


